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We all do it. Cherry picking is a term used to describe the 
act of selecting one thing while knowingly not selecting 
another thing. It is more than just making a decision; it 

is making a choice about what is good or more favorable for the picker. 
We do this in selecting clothes to wear, cars to drive, and restaurants to 
eat in. We make these kinds of choices with our personal preferences 
in mind. If it’ll make me happy, then that’ll likely be my choice.

But as we know, cherry picking also has a bit of a negative 
connotation to it, too. Often in making these favorable selections, 
there is a bit of self-serving that might factor into our decisions. We 
likely do this on a routine basis without much thought. We possibly do 
this when we choose which news network to watch, which paper to 
read, or which sports team to support.  A golfer might tell about the 
great shot on the 8th hole while forgetting the 2nd, 7th, and the 14th.  
It does not take children long to learn what to tell and what not to tell. 

If we were honest with ourselves, then we’d likely admit we 
cherry pick a bit with our scriptures. We all have favorite parts we 
like to read. There are passages or whole books which give us comfort 
and pleasure in reading, and we might go to them over and over in 
our studies. We might have a favorite verse which we use as a guiding 
force in our daily lives or which helps to shape our vantage point 
towards others. 

But with every verse we read, there are many we ignore. We might 
not like their words or their “outdated” views on humanity. We might 
not care for the genre in which they were written, and thus they get 
our exclusion. Sure, we might recognize that these texts are Holy 
Words, but if they are not read and followed, then are they a part of 
our personal cannon? 

I’ve given this a good bit of thought this week after I saw a new 
graph about how intertwined scripture is. A scholar, who had a lot 
of time invested into this one graph, had looked at over 340,000 
cross-references in the Bible. In his display, he noted the reference 
scriptures that looked forward (later in the Bible) with one color and 

Cherry Picking 
those that looked backward (earlier in the Bible) a different color. 
What he devised was a wonderful swirl of reds and blues that helped 
to show the links between the texts in various parts of the Bible. 

And with that, the graph has made me think about how connected 
this collected work truly is. To read Hebrews, according to his graph, 
I’d have to understand a good bit of the Gospels and the Major Prophets. 
And to see if the promises made to Abraham in Genesis came true, I’d 
have to read many, many pages to see them all become reality. 

Honestly, we do and will continue to be selective, or cherry 
pick, that which we want to read and believe. But to even know and 
understand our personal selection, it must be read and interpreted 
alongside many other texts and quite possibly the whole work itself. 
No one text, no one account, stands alone. To believe, to stand firm, I 
think we need to know more. So read, discover, and be amazed. 

–Thomas Quisenberry

Wednesday, May 21, 
6:00PM

Fellowship Hall
Entertainment by

Scarlet Wool
an Americana band



The Music of Summer 
So what musical memories do you have of summer? Are 

there certain songs that come to mind when you recall summers 
in your past? Is there a certain summer activity you enjoy that you 
associate with music? One of my most vivid memories of summer 
and music was when, as a young teenager, I worked the concession 
stand at our city pool. There was always a small radio (this was 
even before boomboxes) that sat on a shelf above the back counter 
that blared our one pop music radio station. I would belt out: “My 
Maserati does 185, I lost my license now I don’t drive…” (Life’s 
Been Good, Joe Walsh). It’s as if it were yesterday. 

I certainly hope each of you have some kind of summer 
music memory. Chattanooga is a great place to be for music in 
the summer. Not only do we have Riverbend, there are great local 
musical theatre productions, our Chattanooga Symphony playing 
at Coolidge Park, Summer Music Weekends at Rock City and so 
much more. Enjoy!

This is going to be a musical summer at First Baptist 
Chattanooga as well. We will kick things off with a performance 
on Wednesday evening, May 21, by a wonderful group called 
Scarlet Wool. (Check them out on Facebook.) We will have our 
Vacation Bible School Family Night on June 4, which will include 
plenty of our VBS songs. Our youth have the added experience 
of singing for worship while they are in Puerto Rico, June 13-20. 

When FBC has our night at the Lookouts game on July 2, the 
youth choir will be singing the National Anthem. A very important 
part of Kids and Youth Camps at Dogwood (July 7-11) are the 
group of songs for worship and fun. Our 6th annual Music and Arts 
Camp (July 21-25) centers around music for school-age children, 
but everyone is invited to attend the daily “mini-concerts” at 
noon in the Chapel. Our guests this year include BrassWorks, Jim 
Palmour (guitarist) and a string quartet. And we will celebrate 
our entire musical summer together on Wednesday, August 20. 

But there is another vital FBC musical thread that runs 
throughout our summer (and our entire year)—that of worship. 
The most important thing we do year-round is to worship together. 
It is the foundation of being “church”. (Remember that first 
church in Acts that we heard about two weeks ago in worship.)

I want to invite each and every one of you to be a part of 
our music leadership for worship this summer. Our Summer 
Choir is rehearsing each Sunday morning at 8:45AM in 
preparation for that Sunday’s service. So on any Sunday,  
June 1–August 17, you can be a part of the Summer Choir by 
joining us for that 8:45AM rehearsal. There is a sign up available 
at the link below that will allow you to indicate when you can 
sing with us. You can also access this sign up via the Music 
Ministry page on our website. I really hope you will join us!     

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E4FA4AA2CA31-summer

A special thanks to John Echols (handbells), Jennie Leaño 
(preschool music), Frances Marandi (preschool music) and Jenny 
Parker (children’s music) for their fine leadership in these areas 
throughout the school year. I am blessed to have such wonderful 
musicians as part of our music ministry. 

And since School’s Out, I want you to avoid those 
Summertime Blues and not Wipe Out into a Cruel Summer. So, 
whether you are Under the Boardwalk or spend Saturday in 
the Park, have great Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer and 
Summer Nights by singing All Summer Long! – Jeff Parker

Your Investment Is Making a Difference
Thank you again for the successful 

completion of the campaign for 
constructing showers at First Baptist!

Every Thursday, your investment is 
improving the quality of life for a number 
of homeless persons. Showers, laundry, 
haircuts (alternate Thursdays), and 
winter outerwear are being provided to 
our guests. As of April 2014, an average of 
13.3 (range 8-22) have taken showers each 

Thursday, an average of 9.1 (range of 7-14) have had laundry done, and 
an average of 9.6 (range 9-11) have had haircuts. 

Most recently, a Sunday School class at Christ United Methodist 
Church provided snack bags. As you can imagine, they have been well-
received.

Typically, two persons can manage the Thursday afternoon 
activities. The work period is from 1:30-5:30PM. It can be broken into 
two, two-hour shifts. If you think you might be interested in being a 
part of this ministry, contact Anna Thomas (423-298-3667) or Herb 
Hooper (423-580-3491).



On the Calendar
May/June 2014

Wednesday,  May  21,  2014
Churchwide  Catered  Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Church  Conference 5:40PM
Churchwide  "School's  Out"  Celebra?on 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  May  22,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  May  23,  2014
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Saturday,  May  24,  2014
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Sunday,  May  25,  2014
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Churchwide  Covered-‐Dish  Picnic  at  Dogwood 6:00PM
Monday,  May  26,  2014
Office  Closed
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Wednesday,  May  28,  2014
No  Wednesday  Evening  Ac?vi?es
Thursday,  May  29,  2014
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
SoYball  Game  (church  league) 6:30PM
Saturday,  May  31,  2014
Church  Planning  Workshop 9:00AM
Sunday,  June  1,  2014
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Dogwood  Commi]ee 12:15PM
Commi]ee  on  Commi]ees 4:30PM
Monday,  June  2,  2014
Vaca?on  Bible  School 9:00AM
SoYball  Game    (church  league) 8:30PM
Tuesday,  June  3,  2014
Vaca?on  Bible  School 9:00AM
Wednesday,  June  4,  2014
Vaca?on  Bible  School 9:00AM
VBS  Family  Night 5:30PM
Thursday,  June  5,  2014
Vaca?on  Bible  School 9:00AM
Friday,  June  6,  2014
Vaca?on  Bible  School 9:00AM

A Habitat for Humanity house at 1605 
Olive Street was dedicated in memory of 
Mouzon and Mary Alice Peters on Saturday, 
May 10, 2014. The Peters were long-time 
members of First Baptist Chattanooga. The 
house was sponsored by the Sandra Peters 
Warner Family. The Olive Street house is 
the 246th to be constructed by Habitat for 
Humanity of Greater Chattanooga. In 2010 
a Habitat House was dedicated in memory 
of Carroll and Mildred Fox, also longtime 
members of FBC.

Habitat for Humanity

online registration now open at www.fbcchattanooga.org
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 Ministerial & Support Staff

Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  5/4/2014     ATTENDANCE  FOR  5/11/2014  
219   Worship         257   Worship  
   13   Worship  Care             14   Worship  Care  
232   WORSHIP  TOTAL      271   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
249   Sunday  School        241   Sunday  School  
  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  5/4/14   $  21,052.01  
Other  receipts  on  5/4/14   666.50  
   Total  for  week  as  of  5/4/14   $  21,718.51  
  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  5/11/14   $      15,670.00  
Other  receipts  on  5/11/14   1,515.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  5/11/14   $  17,185.00  
  
Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,673.08  
  
May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $603,958.27  
May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $647,640.69  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    43,682.42)  
   As  of  5/13/14  
  

  
  
  

  

  


